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SUB J : INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: INCIDENT IN SOUTHERN THAILAND 

1 . SUMMARY DURING THEIR MOST RECENT VISIT TO SOUTH THAILAND, 
MEMBERS OF THE EMBASSY REFUGEE SECTION LEARNED OF A SHOCKING 
INCIDENT INVOLVING REFUGEES. SEVEN PEOPLE, INCLUDING TWO WOMEN 
AND A CHILD, WERE RESCUED FROM A SINKING BOAT BY A THAI FISHING 
VESSEL. THREE MEN, INCLUDING THE HUSBAND OF THE TWO WOMEN, WERE 
LATER THROWN OVERBOARD. THEY SAW THEIR WIVES BEING STRIPPED AS 
THE BOAT PULLED AWAY. SEVERAL DAYS LATER, AFTER THE MEN HAD 
REACHED CAMP, WE VERIFIED THAT THE BODIES OF TWO YOUNG WOMEN AND 
A MIDDLE AGED MAN HAD WASHED ASHORE NORTH OF SONGKHLA. THE BODIES 
CORRESPONDED IN AGES TO THREE OF THE FOUR MISSING PEOPLE. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. DURING THE COURSE OF A IANUARY 22 TO 25 VISIT TO SOUTH THAILAND, 

A REFUGEE SECTION PROCESSING TEAM LEARNED OF A BOAT WHICH HAD 
SAILED FROM VIETNAM ABOUT JANUARY 8. THE BOAT CARRIED SEVEN 
PASSENGERS, INCLUDING TWO COUPLES, THE CHILD OF ONE, AND TWO 
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ADDITIONAL MALES. THE BOAT SANK APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 17. A THAI 
BOAT PICKED UP THE PASSENGERS AND KEPT THEM ON BOARD FOR THREE 
DAYS AS THE BOAT PROCEEDED TOWARD SONGKHLA. WHEN THE BOAT NEARED 
SHORT QUITE A BIT NORTH OF SONGKHLA, THE CAPTAIN REPORTEDLY LEFT 
THE BOAT TO CHECK WITH AUTHORITIES, WHILE THE REST OF THE CREW 
REMAINED AND THE BOAT CONTINUED ON. LATER THAT EVENING, THE THAI 
THREE THREE OF THE FOUR MEN, INCLUDING THE HUSBANDS OF THE TWO 
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GIRLS, OVERBOARD. THE LAST THEY SAW OF THE TWO GIRLS, THE THAI 
WERE STRIPPING THEM. 

3. THE THREE MEN BECAME SEPARATED IN THE WATER, BUT CONTINUED 
SWIMMING UNTIL OTHER THAI BOATS INDEPENDENTLY PICKED THEM UP 
AND FINALLY DEPOSITED THEM CLOSE ENOUGH TO SHORE TO SWIM IN. 
SUBSEQUENTLY THEY WERE ARRESTED, .TAILED. AND THEN TRANSFERRED TO 
SONGKHLA. 

4. WHEN MEMBERS OF THE REFUGEE SECTION ARRIVED IN THE SONGKHLA 
CAMP, REFUGEES INFORMED THEM OF THE SITUATION, THE FEAR THAT THE 
GIRLS HAD BEEN RAPED, THE FACT THAT NEITHER OF THE GIRLS, THE 
REMAINING MAN OR THE BABY HAD BEEN FOUND, AND OF THE RUMORS 
THAT BODIES HAD BEEN WASHED ASHORE IN NAKHON SI THAMMARAT PRO- 
VINCE TO THE NORTH. 

5. A DRIVE TO HUA SAI AND RANOT DISTRICTS OF NAKHON SI THAMMARAT 
JANUARY 25 RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. POLICE IN HUA 
SAI SAID THAT THE BODY OF A GIRL APPROXIMATELY 16 OR 17 YEARS 
OLD HAD BEEN FOUND ON THE BEACH JANUARY 20. SHE WAS WEARING 
PANTALOONS SIMILAR TO THOSE THAT VIETNAMESE FISHERMEN WEAR. 

THE BODY, WHICH HAD APPARENTLY BEEN IN THE WATER FOR SOME TIME, 
WAS IN BAD CONDITION. MOST OF THE HAIR HAD FALLEN OUT. THE POLICE 
SUSPECTED THAT THE GIRL WAS VIETNAMESE SINCE THERE WERE NO REPORTS 
OF MISSING PERSONS IN THEIR DISTRICT. 
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6. BOTH DISTRICT AND VILLAGE POLICE OFFICIALS IN RANOT SAID 

THAT TWO BODIES HAD BEEN DISCOVERED WASHED ASHORE ON THE 18TH 
AND 19TH OF JANUARY IN DIFFERENT PLACES. ONE WAS THE BODY OF A GIRL 
APPROXIMATELY 20 YEARS OF AGE, DRESSED IN BLACK SATIN TROUSERS 
AND A WHITE BLOUSE. THE OTHER WAS THE BODY OF A MAN APPROXIMATELY 
40 YEARS OLD. BOTH BODIES WERE SIMILARLY IN BAD CONDITION. THE 
POLICE SPECULATED THAT THE GIRL HAD BEEN RAPED AND KILLED, BUT 
OFFERED NO REASONS FOR THEIR SUPPICION. THESE BODIES WERE BOTH 
BURIED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER DISCOVERY. POLICE LIKEWISE SUR- 
MISED THAT THEY WERE VIETNAMESE, SINCE THERE WERE NO MISSING 
PERSONS REPORTS ON THAI. 

7. THE DISCOVERY OF THE BODIES OF THE TWO GIRLS SIMILAR IN AGE 

TO THE WIVES OF THE TWO MEN WHO WERE THROWN OVERBOARD, AND OF A 
MAN WHO APPROXIMATED THE AGE OF THE MISSING MAN WHO REMAINED ON 
THE BOAT WITH THE GIRLS, SEEMS MORE THAN COINCIDENTAL. UPON 
RETURNING TO THE SONGKHLA CAMP, REFUGEE SECTION OFFICERS TOLD THE 
TWO MEN - TRUONG VAN HAU AND HUYNH VAN NAM - OF WHAT THEY HAD 
LEARNED, AND OF THE POLICE SPECULATIONS AS TO THE NATIONALITY 
OF THE BODIES. THE MEN SAID THAT THEY KNEW THE NUMBER OF THE 
THAI BOAT - 30 - AND THAT THEY COULD RECOGNIZE IT. 
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8. WE ARE INFORMING THE UNHCR AND THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
ABOUT THIS STORY, AND URGING THEM TO FOLLOW UP ON IT. WE WILL 
BE COMMENTING ON THIS AND OTHER REFUGEE ITEMS IN A SEPARATE 
TELEGRAM. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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